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Plot Synopsis:

In present day New York, a Jewish woman named Maya marries the
first man she's ever dated. One day, her ideals and identity as a
Jewish wife are shattered by a feeling of attraction to a woman she
meets at synagogue. These attractions force her to examine herself
and make a decision that will forever change her and the lives of
those who love her.

Directors Statement:

The concept for “A Prayer” began during my years as an
undergraduate art student at the School of Visual Arts, when my
professors encouraged me to transition from photography to
filmmaking. At the time, | focused on creating video art pieces that
dealt directly with my sexuality and Jewish identity, but my teachers
felt | had an aesthetic and storytelling vision that could lend itself well
to narrative film.

| was incredibly close with my mother and two older sisters growing
up. Our relationship helped give me a sense of self-awareness and
regard for others. Naturally, when it came time to think of a story to
tell on film, I knew | wanted it to be from the perspective of a woman,
as their stories are often ignored or untold. | also wanted to address
certain cultural aspects that people often take for granted in
sheltered, insular communities, namely marriage.

Each of these elements led me to create Maya, the film’s protagonist.
Maya is an exceptionally selfless woman who was not given the time
or opportunity to reflect on what she actually wants in life. While it
was a challenge to portray a character whose life experiences | could
only imagine, | believe that this story about discovering one’s truth
needs to be told.



Alon Borten (Writer/Director):
Alon Borten is an Israeli-American, New York based artist. He
graduated from School of Visual Arts having majored in photography
and video in 2015. Since then, he’s focused all of his energy into
creating his first narrative short film, “A Prayer”. His artwork handles
the intersections of an individuals identity, specifically focusing on
ones sexuality and religion, and how we face the often thought
tensions between the two.

Elana Gantman (Maya- leading role):
Elana Gantman is a New York City based actor and singer, and is a
recent graduate of the University of Michigan’s BFA Theatre program.
One of Elana’s main passions is Drama Therapy, having worked with
youth suffering from PTSD at the Matrix Theatre Company in Detroit,
Michigan, as well as participating in The Schusterman Foundation’s
Start South Arts Festival in Sderot, Israel. Elana is thrilled to play the
character of Maya in "A Prayer" as she is drawn to stories that
facilitate inclusion and change. Some of her favorite roles have been
Janine in SCORCHED and Desdemona in OTHELLO.
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