
	
  
	
  
	
  
SYNOPSIS	
  
	
  
My	
  Dear	
  Children	
  follows	
  one	
  woman’s	
  quest	
  to	
  unravel	
  a	
  family	
  mystery.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  
journey	
  that	
  reveals	
  a	
  heartbreaking	
  and	
  little	
  known	
  humanitarian	
  tragedy.	
  	
  One	
  
hundred	
  years	
  ago,	
  Jews	
  in	
  what	
  is	
  today	
  Ukraine,	
  Moldova,	
  and	
  Belarus	
  suffered	
  
through	
  what	
  scholars	
  now	
  call	
  “the	
  holocaust	
  of	
  its	
  day.”	
  	
  Pogroms	
  that	
  swept	
  the	
  
region	
  from	
  1917-­‐1921	
  killed	
  as	
  many	
  as	
  250,000	
  Jews.	
  	
  Using	
  a	
  letter	
  describing	
  
those	
  horrific	
  events,	
  Judy	
  Favish,	
  a	
  61-­‐year-­‐old	
  South	
  African	
  Jew	
  traces	
  the	
  events	
  
that	
  tore	
  apart	
  not	
  only	
  her	
  family,	
  but	
  also	
  tens	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  others.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  story	
  
shared	
  by	
  Jews	
  the	
  world	
  over.	
  
	
  
	
  
ABOUT	
  THE	
  FILM	
  
	
  
My	
  Dear	
  Children	
  is	
  the	
  first-­‐ever	
  film	
  about	
  anti-­‐Jewish	
  massacres	
  in	
  Eastern	
  
Europe	
  following	
  WWI.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  told	
  through	
  the	
  rare	
  memoir	
  of	
  a	
  survivor,	
  Feiga	
  
Shamis.	
  
	
  
Feiga	
  was	
  a	
  Jewish	
  mother	
  of	
  12,	
  driven	
  nearly	
  100	
  years	
  ago	
  by	
  a	
  little	
  known	
  
humanitarian	
  tragedy	
  to	
  send	
  two	
  of	
  her	
  youngest	
  children	
  to	
  an	
  orphanage	
  a	
  
continent	
  away.	
  	
  The	
  children	
  were	
  just	
  eight	
  and	
  10-­‐years	
  old.	
  	
  The	
  reasons	
  behind	
  



Feiga’s	
  decision	
  are	
  heartbreaking.	
  	
  Feiga	
  survived	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  anti-­‐Jewish	
  violence	
  
in	
  Eastern	
  Europe	
  unlike	
  anything	
  the	
  Jewish	
  world	
  had	
  seen	
  before.	
  	
  Years	
  later	
  she	
  
wrote	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  the	
  two	
  children	
  she	
  sent	
  away,	
  trying	
  to	
  explain	
  to	
  them	
  why	
  she	
  
made	
  the	
  decision	
  she	
  did.	
  	
  But	
  by	
  then,	
  neither	
  child	
  could	
  read	
  Yiddish	
  any	
  longer.	
  	
  
After	
  the	
  children	
  had	
  grown	
  and	
  died,	
  the	
  letter	
  was	
  translated	
  into	
  a	
  little	
  book	
  
Shalom,	
  Shalom	
  My	
  Dear	
  Children.	
  	
  This	
  book	
  is	
  the	
  basis	
  for	
  the	
  documentary	
  My	
  
Dear	
  Children.	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
  
Shalom,	
  Shalom	
  reveals	
  a	
  horrific	
  and	
  little	
  known	
  piece	
  of	
  history	
  unknowingly	
  
shared	
  by	
  many	
  Jews.	
  	
  And	
  yet,	
  a	
  small	
  but	
  growing	
  group	
  of	
  groundbreaking	
  
pogrom	
  scholars	
  says	
  the	
  massacres	
  described	
  in	
  this	
  book	
  should	
  be	
  seen	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  
the	
  precursors	
  to	
  the	
  Holocaust.	
  	
  Filmmakers	
  Dance	
  and	
  Hackel	
  were	
  surprised	
  to	
  
learn	
  there	
  remains	
  a	
  precursor	
  to	
  the	
  Holocaust	
  that	
  is	
  understudied	
  and	
  little	
  
known.	
  	
  Surely,	
  if	
  mankind	
  is	
  to	
  understand	
  a	
  tragedy	
  as	
  great	
  as	
  the	
  Holocaust,	
  then	
  
we	
  must	
  understand	
  its	
  roots.	
  	
  That	
  was	
  the	
  impetus	
  for	
  this	
  film.	
  	
  
	
   	
  
My	
  Dear	
  Children	
  follows	
  the	
  quest	
  of	
  Feiga’s	
  granddaughter,	
  Judy	
  Favish,	
  as	
  she	
  
seeks	
  to	
  understand	
  Feiga’s	
  story	
  and	
  that	
  of	
  her	
  father	
  –	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  children	
  
Feiga	
  sent	
  to	
  South	
  Africa.	
  	
  Judy	
  grew	
  up	
  knowing	
  little	
  about	
  her	
  father’s	
  childhood.	
  	
  
He	
  simply	
  wouldn’t	
  talk	
  about	
  it.	
  	
  Nearly	
  three	
  decades	
  later,	
  she	
  set	
  out	
  to	
  find	
  
some	
  answers.	
  
	
  
The	
  film	
  weaves	
  between	
  Judy’s	
  journey,	
  Feiga’s	
  memoir,	
  and	
  the	
  little	
  known	
  
history	
  revealed	
  by	
  the	
  memoir.	
  	
  Judy’s	
  journey	
  took	
  her	
  to	
  Ukraine,	
  New	
  York,	
  and	
  
a	
  little	
  known	
  archive	
  in	
  South	
  Africa.	
  	
  What	
  she	
  discovered	
  was	
  a	
  story	
  of	
  rampant,	
  
and	
  violent,	
  anti-­‐Semitism.	
  	
  
	
  
My	
  Dear	
  Children	
  brings	
  this	
  history	
  to	
  light,	
  helps	
  Jews	
  everywhere	
  understand	
  
their	
  connection	
  to	
  this	
  history,	
  and	
  honors	
  the	
  countless	
  victims.	
  	
  Feiga’s	
  story	
  is	
  a	
  
testament	
  to	
  the	
  consequences	
  of	
  unchecked	
  anti-­‐Semitism	
  at	
  a	
  time	
  of	
  increasing	
  
anti-­‐Semitism	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  and	
  elsewhere.	
  
	
  
	
  
BIOS	
  
	
  
LeeAnn	
  Dance	
  is	
  the	
  Co-­‐Producer/Director	
  and	
  Writer	
  of	
  My	
  Dear	
  Children.	
  	
  She	
  is	
  
an	
  award	
  winning	
  television	
  producer	
  and	
  groundbreaking	
  investigative	
  reporter.	
  	
  
She	
  began	
  working	
  with	
  her	
  co-­‐producer/director	
  Cliff	
  Hackel	
  in	
  CNN’s	
  investigative	
  
and	
  documentary	
  unit	
  in	
  Washington,	
  DC,	
  where	
  Dance	
  developed	
  a	
  reputation	
  for	
  
thoroughness,	
  tenacity,	
  and	
  creativity.	
  	
  Since	
  leaving	
  CNN,	
  she	
  has	
  worked	
  as	
  a	
  
freelance	
  video	
  producer	
  and	
  journalist	
  and	
  taught	
  broadcast	
  journalism	
  at	
  George	
  
Mason	
  University.	
  	
  My	
  Dear	
  Children	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  independent	
  documentary	
  for	
  Dance	
  
and	
  Hackel.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Co-­‐Producer/Director,	
  Editor	
  Cliff	
  Hackel	
  has	
  won	
  awards	
  in	
  all	
  three	
  roles	
  and	
  has	
  



more	
  than	
  25	
  years	
  of	
  documentary	
  experience.	
  	
  He	
  had	
  led	
  international	
  teams	
  and	
  
performed	
  nearly	
  every	
  job	
  in	
  television	
  production	
  as	
  the	
  highest	
  professional	
  
level.	
  	
  He	
  had	
  edited	
  five	
  National	
  News	
  and	
  Documentary	
  Emmy	
  award-­‐winning	
  
shows.	
  	
  In	
  2007,	
  as	
  a	
  producer/director/editor,	
  he	
  won	
  a	
  George	
  Foster	
  Peabody	
  
award	
  and	
  an	
  Alfred	
  I.	
  DuPont	
  award	
  for	
  CNN’s	
  God’s	
  Warriors,	
  hosted	
  by	
  Christiane	
  
Amanpour.	
  	
  His	
  shows	
  have	
  appeared	
  on	
  CNN,	
  PBS,	
  ABC,	
  CBS,	
  National	
  Geographic	
  
Television,	
  and	
  Discovery	
  Channel.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Link	
  to	
  photos	
  and	
  poster:	
  	
  http://www.mydearchildrendoc.com/photos-­‐and-­‐
posters/	
  
	
  
Link	
  to	
  downloadable	
  trailer:	
  	
  https://vimeo.com/213746275	
  
	
  
Westsite:	
  	
  www.mydearchildrendoc.com	
  
	
  
Social	
  Media	
  Links:	
  	
  www.facebook.com/mydearchildren	
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