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Director’s Statement 
Michelle Paymar 

As a Jew raised in North America, I was deeply aware of the Eastern European world of 
my ancestors, but had little knowledge of Jews in Islamic countries. Learning about the 
Cairo Geniza and discovering the richness of Judeo-Arabic culture was truly a 
revelation.


At its medieval height, nearly ninety percent of the Jewish people lived and flourished 
in Islamic lands. Although there were exceptions, it was a period of co-existence and 
relative religious tolerance nearly unimaginable today. "From Cairo to the Cloud -The 
World of the Cairo Geniza" examines the reality of that co-existence


Gaining permission to film in the Ben Ezra synagogue in Cairo required nearly seven 
years, three Egyptian governments, gaining the support and trust of representatives 
from the Jewish community of Cairo, the assistance of the Canadian Consulate in 
Cairo, approval by the Egyptian Ministries of the Interior and Antiquities, the Egyptian 
state police, the tourist police, the Egyptian Press Office, and the Jewish Community of 
Cairo. It was the first time a video crew was allowed to film inside the synagogue.
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